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C ERTIFIC A TE OF MAILINCi 



^J?A9l^reby certify that the below listed items are being deposited with the U.S. Postal ff^ ' 
Ser\ ice as first class mail in an en\ elope addressed to: 



\ elope 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box: (IDS) 
Washington, D.C 20231 



Rhonda Zaftlno 
In re application of: John L. Thomas 

Art Unit: 1760 

U.S. Serial Number: 09/977,772 

Examiner: To be assigned 

Filing Date: October 15,2001 

Our Reference Number: 34 ] 90 1 - 1 020 
Title: DEVIC ES FOR CLEANING AN EAR OF CORN AND METHODS 



The follow ing is a list of documents enclosed: 
Return Postcard 

Information Disclosure Statement 

IDS f\)rm PT()-1449 (with copies of prior art citations A-f) 



f urther, the l\>mmissi(Mier is auth<^ri/ed to charge Deposit Acctnint No. 2()-()77S for an\' 
additicMial lees required, fhe Commissioner is requested to credit am excess fee paid to Deposit 
Account No. 20-0778. 
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IN THK IM TKI) STATKS PATKNT AM) TRADEMARK OFFIC F. 



^a??^kation of: ^^^Op 

John 1 I honias --^ "^UVc^f^S 



Serial No.: 0^ 977,772 
Filed: October 15.2001 



roup An In It: 1 760 
Kxaminer: To he assigned 
Docket No.: 341901-1020 
For DEV ICES FOR CLEANING AN EAR OF CORN AND METHODS 

INFORMA TION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Conimissioner tor Patents 
Washington. D C. 20231 

Sir: 

This information disclosure statement is tiled m accordance with 37 C.F R. yi§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, and speciticallv : 

□ under 37 CFR L97{b). or 

(Within ihrcL* months nfrihng n;itional upphcalum, or date ot cntn of mlL'rnatuMi.ii apphcation, or bctorc 

niailiMii dale oi" first t>flicc action on the merits. \Nhichc\er occurs last) /\ 

%-^ 

□ under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either a: 0> 



□ Statement Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e), or ■ />) 

^ a $ 1 80.00 fee under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p), or 

( Ahcr the C'I 'R 1 97(b) time period, hu! before the tina! ollice action or notice of allowance, whichev 



□ a $180.00 fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). or X c^/j 

occurs hr.st) y 



□ under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with a: 

□ Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e), and 

□ a $180,00 petition fee set torth in 37 CFR 1.1 7{p). 

(I ilcd alter tiiKil oltkc action nt imtkc aiK'U.nKc \\hiJic\ci >^airs tl^^^ but bct(>rc nicnl . »! ilic 
I^^ue tee I 

I nclosed is a check in the amount of S . [^iease charge SO.OO to deposit account 20-0778. At an\ time during the 

pcndcnc\ of this application, please charge an> fees reqtiired to Deposit .Account 20-0778 pursuant to 3"^ CI'R 1.2.'^, The 
('(Miiinissioner is herein requested to credit an\ o\erpci>meiil to Deposit Account No. 2()-()778. 

. \pplicanil s ) MilTniil iieic\\ ilh lUrm I'll ) J 44^) - InfnrniiHii >n Ih\Jnsnrc ( 'iijfii)/} logetlier \\ ith copies of 

patents. puhhcalion> or other mformatioti ot Wliicii applicani(s) are aware, \vhicii <ipphcaiit( s ) bclievei s) nia\ or nia\ iioi 
he material to ilie examination ot tins apphcation and tor which there ma\ he a dut\ to disclose in acc(M-dancc with 
CI R I .-^(v ,\s required h\ 3"^ C.F.R. ;:^1.98(a}. a legible cop> v>f each document is provided. 



A concise explanation tif the rele\ance of foreign langu<ige patents, foreign language publications and 
other toreign language information listed on P K) [\irm 1449. as presenti) understood h\ the individuaK s) designated in 
f ! R ' \ kriow Icdeoabic ah(Mi! the content is ui\en on the attached sheet, or vvhere a foreign language patent 



I li^' !^>li^'W ; i-hN arc [cnciacJ liic XppheaiKi m Iiic li^lil c^lani:>ll ;nc palcfitaiv i it\ JaiiiicJ ii;vc[iI;o;; 

o\ci an_\ oi tlic h^led Jociunents should ihc\ be applied as rcrerence. and or ihc iiL:hl to pri>\e thai sonic ot these dt>cuniciils 
1'"' ''^1 '^r the riv'fit ti> prove tfial soine of these diuaimenls ma\ (n>t be enabling for ihe leachini!s lliev purport 



> 




This statement should not he ccMistrued as a [epreseiitalion that an exhaustive search has been made, or tiial 
intorniation more material to the examination ot the present apphcation does n n exist. I he I xaminer is speeitlcall} requested 
not to rel> soleK on the materials submitted herewith. 1 he I-xaminer is requested to conduct an independent and thorough 
rev iew of the documents, and to form mdependent opinions as tt> their significance. 

It IS requested tiiat the intbrmation disclosed herein be made of record in this application and that the Ivxaminer initial and 
return a cops of the enclosed PTO-1449 to indicate the documents have been considered. 



100 Cjalleria Park\va\, Suite 1750 
Ailania, Georgia 3{)?3^> 
770-933-9500 



CERTIFIED MAII ING 

I licrcb) ccrtifx thdl ihis correspondence is being deposited 
\Mth liie \ nitL'd Slates Postal Service as "Kirst Class Mail," 
m an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of 
^^ltents and 1 rademarks. W ashiniiton. 1),C. 
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l orm 1> |()-144') 



-EEB — «, 



Pauc 1 of 




INFORIVlAT^^fS%SCLOSLIRE CITATION 



^( .se .sevcnil sheets if necessary) 



AltorncN Docket No. 
341901-1020 



Serial No. 
09/977,772 



Applicant 

John L. Thomas 



Filing Date 
10/15/2001 



Group 
1760 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMFNTS 



Fxaminer 
Initials 


Item 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




A 


6.305.276 Bl 


10 23 2001 


Backus 


99 


514 




n 


5.097.758 


3 24 1992 


Iresh 




. ' 






c 


2.326.873 


8 17 1943 


Meek 


146 


4 






D 


2.063.483 


12 8 1936 


F^ulmer 


130 


9 






i: 


1.127,548 


2 9 1915 


Turner 


n a 


i 'l a 






F 


240,052 


4 12 1881 


Stover 


n a 


n a 






Cj 
















H 
















I 
















J 
















K 














1 OREIGN PATFN F DOC DMFN FS 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 
Yes No 




F 


















M 


















N 
















i 

L... ... ~ i_ 


( ) 

















Ollll R noCFMI M S ^InJih/iU'^ .tulhnr. Tillc. I\i!c. PcrlinefN I\n^es. etc > 









1 ■^^''l^rs 1 




K 


' TT^, 



Paiciit and 1 [aJciiKiik ( )tIkL'. I S. i)l FAK I Ml M ( >U ( )\lMi Ri i 



